
 
SUNDAY, June 7, 2020 Online Worship Service Transcript 

Custom Made: “A Plan with a Purpose” 

 
So we’ve been in this series the past couple of weeks we titled CUSTOM MADE. The hope of the 
series is that we see the unique qualities that each of us have for God’s kingdom. The first week we 
talked about getting started in the process, my moving in the direction of ministering. Having wind in 
our sails and that God would steer a moving ship, but we had to get off our “buts”. As in, “I would but” 
or “ I’m going to start but”……. We left that message with an encouragement to step out of the boat, 
to start moving. 

Then last week we tried to answer a question we all ask when we are unsure the task put before us 
fits our giftedness or we’re just unsure we hear the call to move directed at us at all. We ask, “you 
mean me”? So we answered the question “yes, He means you”. We all have a calling to be doing 
something in the Kingdom!! 

This week, the title of the message is “A Plan with a Purpose”. Because I want us to try to get our 
head around what it means to  get out of the boat and what to do with the time we have here in this 
life, for the Kingdom. God is a God of order and not of chaos, there is a plan and I want to show you 
how to find it. 

First, let me ask you a question. Are you a planner? Maybe even a list maker. Maybe you sit down at 
the end of the day and make a list of the things you would like to accomplish tomorrow and then look 
forward to the chance when you can mark through that thing because it’s done. Maybe you even write 
things on your list that you did that day just so you can strike through them… is that you?  

Or, maybe you’re like me, not as skilled as some in the art of planning, perhaps you see each day as 
an adventure and you would plan a vacation by getting in the car and driving west and see what you 
discover along the way… 

Wherever you fall on that scale of extremes, there is a way to discover the plan God has for you and 
it’s not difficult. 

If you have your bible I want you to read with me in Ephesians 2. Pick up in verse 4.  

Ephesians 2: 4-10, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order 
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

So how do we find the good works God has for us? Is there a list, or is life an adventure and you just 
start driving west? Actually, it’s some of both. 

If you’re a notetaker jot this down: If you’re a Christian, you’re part of God’s big purpose 

So what is that, simply put, three things: Reconciliation, Redemption and Restoration 



 
So how do we fit into that purpose? Well, it has to do with the last verse we just read, “We are God’s 
handiwork”. 

The word in the Greek for “Handiwork” is the word POYEMA. It’s where we get our word poetry from 
and it has everything to do with creating artwork like… poetry… 

Now, I confessed to you last week that I shouldn’t be asked to teach a class on ballroom dancing and 
I’ll confess I’m just as ill-equipped to teach a class on poetry. However, I have a dear friend who 
spent his career teaching on it to college students. So He and I were talking earlier this week about 
Cadence and Rhythm and Meter and he sent me to a poem called THE DANCE by Theodore Rett-Ka 

Here’s the first stanza: 

Is that dance slowing in the mind of man 

That made him think the universe could hum? 

The great wheel turns its axle when it can; 

I need a place to sing, and dancing-room, 

And I have made a promise to my ears 

I'll sing and whistle romping with the bears. 

-Theodore Roethke 

My friend tried to explain to my non poetic brain that in the second line of the first stanza that the 
METER of the line was forced out so that the RHYTHM could carry the poem to the next line. 

Now, stay with me here. The CADENCE in poetry can refer to either the rhythm or the meter. It is 
what carries the poem along and when you read it right it’s cadence flows smoothly. It’s similar to 
riding a horse and the horse’s GAIT is learned by the rider. If you don’t have the gait of the horse then 
every time he gallops and his back comes up, your but goes down and it’s painful, but once you 
understand and adapt to his gate the ride is smooth! 

So you and I are God’s poetry, His artwork. 

We need to discover His cadence He planned for our life. So as we MOVE through LIFE we 
DISCOVER the WORK He has FOR us TO do, there is a rhythm we need to find……. 

Because this line we complete sets up the next… 

So what does that look like? I’m gonna tell you simply it starts in His Word. We should be in it every 
day, but let’s start out with every other day if you want. 

Start the rhythm, Read a chapter on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Start over again on 
Monday, you develop the rhythm and the place you leave off on Monday will effect your Tuesday, and 
so on and so on and the good works will find you because His Word is alive and never returns void!!! 

Sometimes you’ll get off rhythm and you’ll bump your butt on the saddle. you keep going and you’ll 
find the gait again… 

But you can’t just stop… Because if you stop, you can’t be guided by His Spirit… 



 
And I get that some people have an easier time at this than others. You look at some people and say 
“obviously he was made for that” or “obviously she was gifted to do that”. I’m over here just sitting still 
trying not to mess things up!!  

I remember my middle son’s wedding a few years ago. They wanted to get married at the house and 
at the time we lived in Gwinnett and our front yard was this beautiful garden and so we spent several 
weeks planting and mulching and trimming and the wedding day came and I had run out of 
usefulness. The ladies were smoothing out white tablecloths, setting flower arrangements, putting 
knives and forks in the right places and I remember asking Deandra “what can I do” to which she 
replied “I think we’ve got it from here, just try not to mess things up” 

So I went and got my lawn mower……. I noticed a spot I thought needed to be gone over one more 
time because people would be coming in that way. I’m on the mower and I hear someone yelling and 
look up and I had just created a dust cloud the size of an Olympic swimming pool that was headed for 
the white table cloths, I couldn’t even see them, but I could hear them and all I could think was “ all I 
was asked to do was not mess things up”. Then all the sudden God in His wisdom and mercy sent a 
breeze and the whole thing blew into the field in the opposite direction. 

Here’s my point and you can write this down: 

You don’t get to sit out on the “good works God has prepared for you” out of fear of messing 
them up. 

In the original language of the text in Ephesians reads: to do good works, which God prepared 
(planed) in advance for us to walk in 

It’s a cadence, it’s a rhythm, you are His poetry… 

 


