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Custom Made: “You Mean Me?” 

 
So I ended last week with a challenge that you wouldn’t miss your “step out of the boat moment”. We 
said God has a plan for us and He wants to use us and that God steers a moving ship so we should 
do something……. So this week I want to answer a question that a lot of us think of when we hear 
that we ought to be doing something for God’s kingdom. It’s a question we ask, usually silently and to 
ourselves, but sometimes we say it out loud when we get asked to serve or lead or teach or give! it’s 
a simple question and we ask it in this way as if  - whether it’s someone asking us or whether we feel 
like the Lord is leading us we ask it as if there must be some kind of mistake. Like my name must 
have been put in the wrong column or you must have mistaken me for someone else. It’s a simple 
question and we ask it – often with humble and serious reservations about our own abilities. We 
simply say “you mean me”? 

We also ask the question if the task that’s laid out before us and we are asked to do doesn’t fit our 
personality or our giftedness. for instance, if you asked me to teach a class on ball room dancing… I 
would respond “you mean me”? Someone must have put my name in the wrong column or you 
must have me mixed up with someone else. 

My point is it’s not always a bad question. It becomes an inappropriate question when the reason you 
ask it has self imposed or a societal imposed false baseline. 

Let me show you what I mean, I’ll put this fill in the blank up for you to read: 

God couldn’t use me because__________________. 

What’s your reason? 

I’m too young, I’m too old, I’m married, I’m divorced, I’m widowed, I’m single, I’m not smart enough, 
I’m not strong enough, I’m too busy, I’m too quiet……. 

These are just a few self imposed or socially imposed false baselines. None of these are reasons 
God can’t use you! 

Very often we let out culture dictate who can be used in God’s kingdom and who can’t! It happened to 
Jesus! 

Luke chapter 4, Back up to Luke chapter 2, we read about Jesus at 12 years old in the temple 
amazing the bible teachers of His day. We don’t hear anymore about the next 18 years of His life then 
in chapter 3 Jesus shows up to be baptized by John the Baptist. During His whole life up till now, He’s 
gone to His family’s little church, He’s hung around the carpentry shop with Joseph, He’s had friends 
and grown up in a small village. 

But then, He shows up at 30 to John the Baptist, He’s baptized. God the Father opens the Heavens, 
sends His Spirit in the form of a Dove, says with a booming voice “This is My Son, in Whom I Am well 
pleased” Father, Son and Holy spirit, all there together. The bible says Jesus was immediately led by 
The Spirit into the wilderness and tempted for 40 days. Then, when that’s over He returns to His 
hometown, back to the church He grew up in and He stands up to read from Isaiah. 



 
Let’s read it together. 

Luke 4: 16-19, “16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. (He went to church, like He always did) He stood up to 
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where 
it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

Pause there – Everyone in the room knew what Isaiah was prophesying about here, this is The 
Messiah. Then! look at verse 20 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 

And Jesus says this in vs 21. 
21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”……. 

Can you imagine everyone looking at each other? “isn’t that Joseph’s son”? “did He just say what I 
think He said”? “is He calling Himself the Messiah”? 

They couldn’t take it, the bible says they were furious! Look at  vs 28-30 
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of 
the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the 
cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

Had Jesus allowed it the culture would have dictated Who He would be. If you’re a note-taker jot it 
down this way:  

Culture and influence can dictate who you are, if you allow it. 

You’re in education, you must be an evolutionist, after all no serious academic believes the world was 
created by some God. 

You’re in the medical field, science says only medicine heals, there is no need for prayer. 

You’re in business, you put that 10% in an IRA or 401K, you shouldn’t support the church, that’s a 
dying institution after all. 

  



 
  

Culture and influence can dictate who you are if you allow it. 

However, the self-imposed false baseline can be every bit as deadly to your willingness to step out of 
the boat. 

Most of our false baselines come from our past failures. 

Again if you’re taking notes: 

The failures and pain of our past have the potential to Hijack our future and poison our 
present 

Don’t let them!! It’s a false baseline and it’s self imposed!  Your life in Christ is not the sum total of 
your mistakes! 

Here’s what happens! We fill in the blank of “God can’t use me because” long enough with our own 
made-up negatives that we become skeptical of our calling and we sabotage our lives! 

We get in our own way! We become our own roadblock! Listen, God uses broken people! Let me list 
a few you may have heard of:  

Abraham: Believed he was too old to father a son, much less a nation 

Sarah: laughed at God when He told her she would be a mom 

Moses: Questioned God’s judgement in calling him because he stuttered… Also, he was a murderer 

David: Was too young, got overlooked, then when he did receive a calling he had an affair while his 
men were at war and then he had her husband killed 

Noah: Drank too much 

Jacob: was a liar 

Sampson: had no self control 

Jeremiah: was depressed and suicidal 

The Apostle Paul: Hunted down and killed Christians 

So if God used all of these guys, you think how you filled in the blank GOD CAN’T USE ME 
BECAUSE_____disqualifies you?? 

Sorry……. I don’t think so. I want you to have confidence in yourself, but not because of yourself… 
It’s 

2 Corinthians 3:4-5, “4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are 
competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.” 

Romans 8 says you are more than conquerors!! Through Him Who loves us!! 

Some of us are so used to being in the boat that it no longer enters our thoughts to step out 

  



 
Let me illustrate it this way: 

Baby elephants that are trained for the circus are tied to a stake that’s driven in the ground about a 
foot or so and they try to pull loose, but they are too young and small so they eventually give in to the 
fact that they can’t pull loose. When they are grown and weigh in at a couple of tons the trainer can 
simply tap a stake in the ground and tie them to it and they won’t pull loose. Naturally they could, they 
are 2 ton animals, but they have been conditioned to believe they can’t - so they don’t……. 

Jot this down: When you doubt your strength, you give strength to your doubt 

You were custom made for God’s kingdom. 

You have a gift and you are not defined by the sum of your failures, but by the strength of your 
Savior…….  

The answer is YES! He means you. 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Have you ever been asked to do something you thought you couldn’t do, but it turned out 
you could? 
2.  How do you respond when someone tells you, you can’t, does it shut you down, or make 
you work harder? 
3.  What are some times when society’s expectations have influenced you, for good or bad? 
4.  Do you believe God has a plan for everyone? If so, are you actively trying to discover His 
plan for you? How? 

 
 


