
 
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020 Online Worship Service Transcript 

Custom Made: “Now is the Time” 

 
So we are starting a new series this morning we titled Custom Made. The hope from this study is that 
you’ll discover a uniqueness about yourself from whatever stage of life you find yourself in. And this 
morning’s particular message is titled “Now is the Time.” Here’s where we’re going with that, 
whatever stage of life you’re in, whatever place you find yourself in (confined at home, or stuck in a 
job you don’t love, maybe you’re without a job just now, or maybe you’re dealing every day with 
preschoolers or teenagers or both and you can’t add another thing to your plate right now! or maybe 
you’re retired and have too much time on your hands……. anywhere in between, this message is for 
you because “Now is the Time.” 

Here’s what I mean, don’t wait for a better time to be on your spiritual journey and don’t think for a 
minute your journey is over. If you can hear me or read this message this morning then your journey 
isn’t over because you’re still alive! Now is the time to be looking at where God is taking you and what 
He’ll have you do next. 

If you’re taking notes I want to give you 3 things that will help you, kind of journey well. 

Here’s something to keep in mind as we jump in though. I have people tell me all the time, maybe 
you’ve said it yourself:  “You know, if God would just tell me what He wants me to do I could do it” 
“Why all the mystery and ambiguity? Can’t He just tell me”? 

Well there is actually a reason for the mystery and I think it’s important we get our head around it from 
the outset.  

Remember this Christian life is a relationship. We said last week that there is an intimacy to our 
relationship with our Heavenly Father. He invites us into it. 

When someone tells you what to do and you do it it’s much more of what the bible refers to as a 
“slave/master” relationship. We would call it today an employee/employer relationship. 

Romans 8:15 Paul says we are no longer slaves but sons and daughters. 

Let’s read it real quick.  We read it last week as well.  

Romans 8:14-15, “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received 
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

So we’re “led” by God’s spirit, not told what to do by Him. I want to read you a quote by a pastor 
named Charles Spurgeon, he’s talking about the passage we just read. 

Let me remark here that being “led by the Spirit of God” is a remarkable expression. It does not say, 
“As many as are driven by the Spirit of God.” No, the devil is a driver, and when he enters either into 
men or into hogs, he drives them furiously. Charles Spurgeon 

So we are led by our Father not driven by our boss. It’s as much about the relationship as it is about 
doing the thing you were custom made for. And the relationship is forged and made stronger by the 



 
leading and the following!! But you have to be willing to follow which means you have to be willing to 
get off your but……. 

I’m not necessarily talking about our seating area as much as I am talking about our excuses……. “I 
would start now, BUT”.“I would go and see and do BUT” 

Here’s the first thing I want you to write down if you’re taking notes 

1.  God will guide you if you’re moving. 

Don’t sit on your spiritual hands and do nothing waiting on God to send you a sign! You have a loving 
Father and you know He wants you to love your brothers and sisters so even though you can’t 
necessarily go see them, you can call! you can text, you can check on each other. Here’s what’s likely 
to happen. You check on one person or two, they ask if you’ve checked on another brother or sister, 
you follow up on that and find there is a need, maybe it’s a need you’re uniquely gifted to help with, or 
you know someone who is. what just happened, you were led by the Spirit because you were moving. 

Watch what Paul does in Acts 16:6-10, “ Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of 
Phrygia (Fry-gee-a) and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the 
province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia (Bith-an-ia), but 
the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.” 

Pause there, see what they were doing! They were moving. hey were trying to preach and minister, 
God directed them after they started moving.  

Let me illustrate it this way. 

I like boats, I’ve probably owned 6 or 7 boats in my life. They say (and I said this to someone this 
week), “the two best days in a boat owners life are the day he buys the boat and the day he sells the 
boat”. I completely agree, I speak from experience. Now, I’ve never bought a new boat, I’ve only 
bought previously loved boats and that’s my problem. most every boat I’ve owned has at one time or 
another left me floating on the water with an engine that won’t run. So here’s an important point……. 
When you drift in a boat, you never drift in the direction you want to go, you always end up drifting 
into trouble. 

You can’t steer a boat that has no propulsion system, if it’s a sail boat then for the rudder to work you 
need wind in the sails, is it’s a motorized boat you need the engine to run, you can’t steer a boat 
that’s sitting on it’s but……Do something and God will guide you if you’re moving! You don’t know 
what to read in His word, Start at John 1:1, start somewhere, don’t leave your bible closed and wait 
on divine direction. Let Him guide you while you move.  

Number two if you’re taking notes... 

2.  Be faithful where you are now. 

“Well there is the Covid-19, maybe you’ve heard about it pastor, I can’t move or really go anywhere” 
So I would respond “So what you’re saying is NOW IS THE TIME” 



 
Listen (jot this down) Where you are right now is an assignment not an accident.   

Let me show you. It’s 1 Corinthians 7:17, “Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in 
whatever situation the Lord has (here’s our word) assigned to them, just as God has called them. This 
is the rule I lay down in all the churches.” 

“You don’t know my situation preacher, this has to be an accident. You haven’t met my roommates, 
you haven’t met my family, you haven’t met my boss, my coworkers! these people are crazy, you’re 
telling me I was assigned to be here by God”!!!? 

Nope… I’m just reading God’s Word to you. Paul said that the Lord assigned you there…….  

Here’s the thing, are you familiar with THE FAITHFULNESS PRINCIPAL? It’s one verse. 

It’s Luke 16:10, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever 
is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” 

Listen, there is absolutely nothing wrong with wanting your situation to improve. Nothing wrong with 
actively working to make that happen. Just don’t let a difficult situation be your “BUT”. Don’t let it be 
a reason to say “well now is not the time”. Because now is the time.   

Lastly, if you’re taking notes.  

3. The Holy Spirit gives strength, only after we take the step. 

You see it all through scripture. Moses had to go face Pharaoh. Joshua chapter 3, God tells Joshua, 
tell the priests to put their feet in the water and trust me. The Jordan river was at flood stage, but they 
had to step in before God stopped the flow. 

I love the account of Peter in Matthew’s gospel. Jesus has just fed 5000 men plus women and 
children and He sends the disciples off in a boat to the other side of the lake and the bible says He 
went away to pray.  

Let’s pick up in Matthew 14: 22-33 “ Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went 
up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”  29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter 
got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his 
hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 32 And when they climbed into 
the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 
are the Son of God.” 

Here’s my question to you...Is it possible that now is the time for you to get out of the boat? Start 
moving. Start doing something with your faith journey. You were custom made for something in the 



 
kingdom. You’ll never discover what it is by sitting on your “but”…….  Love you, miss you, hope to 
see you soon.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

1.  What were you “custom made” for? What are you good at? 
2.  Have you used the phrase “I would, but” when it comes to your spiritual life? 
3.  What specific thing can you do this week to remove that hurdle? 
4.  Give some thought and prayer to what it looks like to put some “wind in your sail” this week 
and let God guide you. 

 


