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God Has a Name: Jehovah Nissi 

 

Good morning church and welcome! We’re continuing our series we titled GOD HAS A NAME this 
morning and the Name of God we’ll be looking at this morning is a Name God gave Himself and it’s 
found in the 17th chapter of Genesis. The Name is El-Shaddai.  

Let’s read it together as we get started. 

Genesis 17:1-8 “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am 
God Almighty; ( El-Shaddai) walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my 
covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers. 3 Abram fell facedown, and 
God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 

No longer will you be called Abram[b]; your name will be Abraham,[c] for I have made you a father of 
many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 

I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants 
after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 

The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting 
possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.” 

  

So the name El-Shaddai actually means “God is all sufficient”. 

It’s more to describe God in the form of His Holy Spirit 

If you’re a note taker jot it down this way El-Shaddai - He is our filling… 

There is an amazing account that Luke records in Acts chapter 2 where the Holy Spirit comes on the 
disciples and they go out together and start speaking in different languages where people are hearing 
them in their native language and he names several of the languages and the people are amazed! 
But, some people in the crowd don’t understand what’s happening and they assume the men are 
drunk! 

Peter speaks up at that point and says – yelling over the noise!! – “people listen, let me explain, these 
men are not drunk as you suppose, it’s only nine in the morning”! Then he reminds the people of what 
the prophet Joel wrote that in these days God would pour out His Spirit on His people!! 

In other words, they are not full of wine! They are full of The Holy Spirit – El-Shaddai!! 

Let me illustrate it this way: 

How many of you are coffee drinkers? (now you do know I can’t see you raise your hand, but God 
knows your heart… remember that) 

So, when I ask if you’re a coffee drinker, I don’t mean like I am, I’ll have 3 or 4 cups of coffee a week. 
If you classify yourself a coffee drinker, you’ll likely have 3 or 4 cups a day. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-403b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-403c


Now, let me be real transparent with you here, I’m not trying to paint myself as more Holy than those 
who drink a lot of coffee. I simply choose to get my caffeine from another source. (Coke-Zero) This is 
my source… 

Here’s some fun facts about caffeine. Caffeine is associated with many side effects, including: 

But, not limited to:  

● sleep disturbances 

● anxiety 

● depression 

● stomachaches 

● acid reflux 

● muscle twitching 

● cardiovascular problems 

● bodily pain 

● social difficulties 

● irritability 

● nervousness 

● difficulty concentrating 

● thought disturbances 

 Now according to THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION. 

25% of caffeine users meet the criteria listed in the DIAGNOSTIC STATISTICAL MANUAL or the 
DSM of someone who is SUBSTANCE DEPENDENT…. 

  

What I’m suggesting is that we become “SUBSTANCE DEPENDENT” on El-Shaddai. 

 Here’s the side effects of such dependency, found in Galatians 5. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness and self-control. 

 

Doesn’t sound too bad does it? I actually like those side effects. 

  



I want to show you a very practical take on Who God is as El-Shaddai. Turn to your New Testament 
to 2 Peter 1.  

2 Peter 1: 3-9, “3 His divine power has given us everything we need” 

Pause right there… come on back… remember “All Sufficient” El-Shaddai - His divine power has 
given us everything we need. if you’re a follower of Jesus, you have His Holy spirit and you have 
available to you everything you need……. everything you need for what?? Glad you asked, pick back 
up in vs 3. 

“His divine power has given us everything we need for a Godly life through our knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and goodness. 4 Through these He has given us His very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your 
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, Godliness; 7 and to Godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual 
affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does 
not have them is near-sighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.” 

So right now, do you feel like you have this?? Is God All-Sufficient during what you are going 
through? If not, can I challenge you to do something this week? Ask Him to be… 

Deandra and I had 3 sons we raised, all grown now and on their own. Now boys communicate 
different than girls as you may know, on average girls will use about 20,000 words a day and guys 
about 7,000…..again, that’s an average. 

Our sons when they were young and their dad was young they would tend to point at something and 
perhaps make a grunt sound and lets say it was a toy dump truck on the sofa beside me I would 
perhaps respond with a similar grunt which noted that I understood what they wanted and was willing 
to give it to them. But, as I would start to hand it to them, their mom would make a throat clearing 
sound (which I knew as a sound that I was doing something wrong) so I would stop and she would 
kindly remind me that our sons needed to use their words. With please and thank you added in… so I 
would say to my son: “what is it that you want”?  

James says in chapter 4 that we fight and covet and strive for what we don’t have and we don’t have 
it because we don’t use our words and ask for it.  

Be specific, ask for it, Ask for Him, ask for El-Shaddai to be all sufficient in your life, 

There is no thing (including caffeine) and no one that can do that for you. 

I do a lot of pre-marital counseling and one of the things I want to make sure every couple knows (in 
addition to the use of words numbers) is that the person you’re marrying isn’t going to do this for you 
either. 

I’ve never seen the movie, but apparently in the movie Jerry McGuire Tom Cruse looks at the woman 
he loves and says: “You complete me.” 

I would be tempted to use profanity to relate to you how very wrong that statement is for one person 
to say to any other person. 



  

Colossians 2:10 says you’ve been made complete in Him, in Jesus. His divine power has given us 
everything we need. Use your words this week. Ask for a filling of His Spirit. Love you all, miss you all 
very much, hope to see you soon 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Does it encourage your walk with the Lord to recognize Him as All-Sufficient? How? 
2.   When was the last time you prayed for something specific? What was the answer? 
3.  How would your everyday life be different is you became more dependent on God? (less on 
caffeine) Would it change your worries, fears, anxieties? 
4.  Talk or think about specifics on how to pray for God’s spirit to fill you. In what areas are you 
running low? 

 
 


