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God Has a Name: Jehovah Nissi 

 
We’re continuing our study that we titled GOD HAS A NAME this week. The name we are looking at 
this morning is Jehovah Nissi, which translates to God Our Banner. 

If you have your bibles, we’ll be in the 17th chapter of Exodus this morning. I want to ask you to pray 
with me and ask The Lord to bless our time together.  

I want to set up the scene we are about to read in Exodus. 

Moses has led the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt, at around two and a half months into their 
freedom the Israelites begin grumbling against Moses that they are hungry. You can read about it in 
Exodus 16. God answers their complaining by sending Manna and Quail for them to eat. 

Fast forward a bit to chapter 17 and the complaint becomes that they need water. God answers by 
having Moses strike a rock with his staff and water comes out, enough for the entire camp. At this 
point the Bible says they argued with each other and asked a really interesting question: “Is the Lord 
with us or not”. 

Now that’s the last sentence in verse 7 before we pick up with what we are going to read starting in 
verse 8 of chapter 17. 

I want us to read from chapter 17 vs 8 through the end of the chapter, come back and I want to give 
you 4 things I think are takeaways for us that we can apply to this time in our life today. Pick up with 
me.  

Exodus 17:8  
8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose 
some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the 
staff of God in my hands.” 
10 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the 
top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone 
and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the 
other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with 
the sword. 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure 
that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” 
15 Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. 16 He said, “Because hands were lifted up 
against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to 
generation.” 

Now, something to remember, Joshua had never fought a battle before. These “men” he chose were 
brick makers and slaves about 3 months ago in Egypt. They had never fought before either. Yet they 
just defeated the Amalekite army.  



There are, again, 4 things I want us to take from this scene. 

I’m going to go ahead and give you all 4 of them and we’ll circle back and spend a few minutes on 
each one and see how this battle is relevant to the battle we find ourselves in today. 

 These will go by fairly quickly, but you can always go back and look at a later time if you want to jot 
them down.  

#1 Physical battles have a spiritual battle front in a believer’s life. 

#2 Spiritual fatigue or weakness is every bit as real as physical exhaustion 

#3 We all need people in our life to offer strength 

#4 God’s people rally under a Banner that will ultimately win the battle 

 

So let’s take the first point 

#1 Physical battles have a spiritual battle front in a believer’s life. 

Joshua is in a physical battle in the valley. There is an account of a miracle Jesus performed in John 
chapter 9. I want to read it with you and watch what happens. 

John 9:1-7 

9 As he (Jesus) went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”(watch this) 
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s 
eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing. 

There is another account in 2 Kings chapter 5 where a commander of the army of Aram has leprosy. 
He hears of a prophet of God in Israel and goes to him to be healed only to have the prophet just 
send out his servant to tell the commander to go wash in the Jordan river 7 times and he would be 
healed. 

The commander is angered. The man didn’t even come out of his house to see him and he wants him 
to go wash in this dirty river 7 times!! He turns around and he’s about to leave- I’ll pick up in vs 11 

2 Kings 5:11-14 
11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I 
wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage. 
13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 
thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 



cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had 
told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 

The feeding of the 5,000 started with a basket of fish and bread, the paralytic was healed in Luke 5 
because his friends cut a hole in the roof and let him down. 

In Luke 8 there is a woman who had been sick 12 years who went to touch Jesus robe so she could 
be healed!!! I could keep going, but the point is clear. There are physical aspects to spiritual blessing. 

God expects us to battle here, but not to be so focused on the fight we forget about our faith 

 It didn’t matter how hard Joshua fought, he was only winning when the Banner was held up!!  

 

#2 Spiritual fatigue or weakness is every bit as real as physical exhaustion 

It’s the first part of vs 12.  

 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it 

King David in Psalm 42 
1 As the deer pants for streams of water, 

    so my soul pants for you, my God. 
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

    When can I go and meet with God? 
3 My tears have been my food 

    day and night, 

while people say to me all day long, 

    “Where is your God?” 

It’s not some kind of spiritual failure to be weary, remember it’s a battle, a spiritual battle. It’s one of 
the reasons for #3 

 

#3 We all need people in our life to offer strength 

It’s the rest of verse 12! 

...Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained 
steady till sunset 

 You don’t know how much you need people until you can’t be with people……. am I right? I need the 
people at Logan’s and Rafferty’s!! Seriously, Deandra and I miss all of you, so much! But at the same 
time, I know we are still in each other’s prayers and thoughts. Don’t be afraid to ask for help, please 
don’t.  

  



Lastly, #4 God’s people rally under a Banner that will ultimately win the battle. 

Jehovah Nissi, God our banner! Unlike any other battle you can call to mind, where variables like 
strength, finances, armies, location, weapons, you name it! 

Nothing will change the outcome, WE SERVE UNDER THE BANNER OF THE ONE WHO WILL 
ULTIMATELY WIN IT ALL! 

His name is Jehovah, Can I encourage you with that? This will end, this social distancing and this 
pandemic…It won’t be the last battle we’ll face, however they all fall under the same fate. God wins!  

Miss you all, love you, let the church know if you are in need or if we can be praying for you…….see 
you all soon! 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1.  Can you think of battles you or your family have been in where you could identify a spiritual 
aspect? 
2.  Talk about a time when you had to ask for help. Were you reluctant to ask? Why? 
3.  Do you ever get spiritually tired? How do you rest and recover? 
4.  Identify a person (or persons) in your life you could count on for help. How could you help or 
encourage them today 

 
 


